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Welcome Spring!  

Welcome to the Changing Tides Newsletter, the Lowcountry Stormwater Partners' 

monthly E-news service. Read and stay updated about partnership events and learn tips 

for reducing stormwater pollution!  
  

Thank you for helping to protect the health of our local waterways. Please share this 

newsletter with others! 

  

 

Current Events and Updates 

 

 

 

Next Consortium Meeting 

Now that Earth Month is wrapping up, it is time to set a date for the next Lowcountry 

Stormwater Partners consortium meeting. All partners and members of the public are 

encouraged to attend! To streamline the planning process, a doodle poll will be used to 

determine the date. The doodle poll can be found HERE. The meeting agenda and 

location will be determined after the date is set. Therefore, please fill out the poll by 

4/26/2017.  

 

http://doodle.com/poll/y9rs5p39rhqd6m3b


 

 

Join the Lowcountry Stormwater Partners Pond Conference Planning Committee! 

As part of our Strategic Regional Stormwater Outreach Plan, the Lowcountry 

Stormwater Partners will be hosting a stormwater pond conference this fall! The goals 

of the conference will be to increase watershed awareness and to improve pond 

maintenance/management in Beaufort County! If you are interested in being part of 

the planning committee, email ecomeau@clemson.edu.  

 

 

 

South Carolina's Adopt-A-Stream Program Launches May 1st! 

The SC AAS program will launch in 2017, allowing South Carolinians to collect visual 

observations and measurements, bacteria population densities, chemical data, and 

habitat and macroinvertebrate population information from the streams in their 

communities. Anyone with an interest in maintaining and protecting our SC 

waterways is welcome to participate and seek training! SC Adopt-A-Stream is led in 

partnership by SC DHEC and the Clemson University Center for Watershed 

Excellence, with appreciation to the Georgia Adopt-A-Stream and other national model 

programs. For more information, visit the SC AAS website: www.scadoptastream.org. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:ecomeau@clemson.edu
http://www.clemson.edu/public/water/watershed/scaas/


 

Lowcountry Stormwater Partners Website! 

The LSP website was recently updated! Please take a moment to take a look at it. You 

can find our website at: http://www.clemson.edu/extension/carolinaclear/regional-

consortiums/lsp/index.html. The "Partners" page is still in the works but will soon be 

populated with all of our logos! If you have not sent Ellen Comeau 

(ecomeau@clemson.edu) your organization's logo yet, please do so ASAP. 

 

 

 

Welcome New Partners! 

Over the past few months, a few community organizations expressed interest in joining 

the Lowcountry Stormwater Partners. Each member of the LSP brings something 

unique to the table, and all partners are dedicated to protecting our local waterways and 

enriching our communities through education and outreach. 

Please take a moment and welcome our newest partners: Together for Beaufort Water 

Quality Council, Together for Beaufort County, and the Human Services Alliance! 

 
  

 

Recent Events 

 

 

 

Stormwater Utility Board Presentation 

On March, 15th, 2017, Ellen Comeau gave a presentation to the Beaufort County 

Stormwater Utility Board. The presentation included an overview of the Clemson 

Extension's Carolina Clear program and the Lowcountry Stormwater Partners 

consortium. She also discussed the Lowcountry Stormwater Partners 2016-2018 

Strategic Regional Stormwater Outreach Plan and the Lowcountry Stormwater Partners 

2016 Annual Report. The meeting agenda as well as the minutes can be found HERE. 

All of the LSP documents cited in the presentation can be found on our website. 

 

 

http://www.clemson.edu/extension/carolinaclear/regional-consortiums/lsp/index.html
http://www.clemson.edu/extension/carolinaclear/regional-consortiums/lsp/index.html
mailto:ecomeau@clemson.edu
http://www.bcgov.net/departments/Administrative/beaufort-county-council/boards-and-commissions/council-appointed/board-list/stormwater-management-utility-board/index.php
http://www.clemson.edu/extension/carolinaclear/regional-consortiums/lsp/index.html


 

St. Helena Elementary School Career Day 

Ellen Comeau provided Enviroscape demonstration to three 5th grade classes at St. 

Helena Elementary School on March, 24th for their Career Day. Not only did she 

discuss watersheds, stormwater runoff, and everyday actions to prevent pollution, she 

also talked with the students about pursuing careers in stormwater, water quality 

management, and environmental education.  

 

 

 

 

Touch-A-Truck 

There was no fooling around for the Lowcountry Stormwater Partners on April Fool's 

Day! Ellen Comeau and the Beaufort County Public Works department were 

participating in the Tanger Outlet's annual Touch-A-Truck event! Ellen provided 

enviroscpae demonstrations to 120+ children and their families as well as engaged 

citizens in discussions about rain garden, shoreline buffers, and pond management!  

 
 



 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

 

 

 

17th Annual May River Clean Up 

The Lowcountry Stormwater Partners and the Town of Bluffton are ready to get down 

and dirty at the Annual May River Clean-Up! Town of Bluffton representatives are 

asking residents to help clean up the May River, her shores, nearby streets and parks of 

the Bluffton Historic District, Saturday, April 22, from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. For 

more information, take a look at the press release 

(http://www.townofbluffton.sc.gov/pdfs/may-river-cleanup.pdf) and the Facebook 

event page (https://www.facebook.com/events/289150451520368/)!  

 

 

 

 

Earth Day: Beaufort County Cleanup  

Keep Beaufort County Beautiful is organizing Earth Day: Beaufort County Cleanup on 

April 22! They are inviting residents to show their love and appreciation for the 

beautiful beaches, handsome roads and wonderful waterways of Beaufort County, by 

participating in the 2017 Beaufort County Cleanup event. For more information and to 

sign up, check out the press release!  

 

 

 

 

Earth Day Celebration 

Experience Green, the Outside Foundation, the Town of Hilton Head Island, the Town 

of Bluffton and other Lowcountry Stormwater Partners will be hosting several events 

across the county on April 22nd! Check out their flyer for more information and to 

become involved!  

 

 

 

http://www.townofbluffton.sc.gov/pdfs/may-river-cleanup.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/events/289150451520368/?acontext=%7B%22source%22%3A3%2C%22source_newsfeed_story_type%22%3A%22regular%22%2C%22action_history%22%3A%22%5B%7B%5C%22surface%5C%22%3A%5C%22newsfeed%5C%22%2C%5C%22mechanism%5C%22%3A%5C%22feed_story%5C%22%2C%5C%22extra_data%5C%22%3A%5B%5D%7D%5D%22%2C%22has_source%22%3Atrue%7D&source=3&source_newsfeed_story_type=regular&action_history=%5B%7B%22surface%22%3A%22newsfeed%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22feed_story%22%2C%22extra_data%22%3A%5B%5D%7D%5D&has_source=1
http://content.govdelivery.com/bulletins/gd/SCBEAUFORT-1920e71
http://experiencegreen.org/img/earthday2017_lg.jpg


 

EPA Hosts Webinar on Innovative State Water Agency Practices: Working 

Toward Resilience 

State agencies are developing innovative practices to build resilience into the water 

resource programs they administer. This webinar will highlight three innovative state 

initiatives that address novel stressors and improve the resilience of program 

operations. These examples are drawn from the Innovative State Water Agency 

Practices database, which includes additional practices and is a collaborative effort 

between the Association of Clean Water Administrators, Association of State Drinking 

Water Administrators, Association of State Wetland Managers, and the EPA's Office of 

Water. 

The webinar will be held from 1–3 p.m. Eastern on April 27, 2017. 

To register, visit: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7126072679312246531 

 

 

 

Registration for the 2017 National Marine Educators Association Conference is 

Now Open!  

 

NMEA’s mission is to make known the world of water both fresh and salt, and the 

annual conference brings together formal and informal marine educators from around 

the world to promote awareness and education of the global marine environment. The 

conference draws 300-500 formal and informal educators from high schools, public 

aquariums, non-profit NGOs, and government agencies together for five days of 

learning, sharing, and networking. The conference will take place June 25-29 in 

Charleston, SC. 

 

For more information and to register, check out: http://www.marine-

ed.org/?2017conference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTcwNDA2LjcyMDE4ODkxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE3MDQwNi43MjAxODg5MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDM3MDAyJmVtYWlsaWQ9d2VpbmJlcmcuYW5uZUBlcGEuZ292JnVzZXJpZD13ZWluYmVyZy5hbm5lQGVwYS5nb3YmdGFyZ2V0aWQ9JmZsPSZtdmlkPSZleHRyYT0mJiY=&&&100&&&https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7126072679312246531?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.marine-ed.org/?2017conference
http://www.marine-ed.org/?2017conference


 

Register for Beaufort County Conservation District's Eco Camp! 

This year, Eco Camp will run from July 24, 2017 to July 28, 2017 at St. Peter's Catholic 

Church from 9:00am until 12:00pm, Monday through Friday! During camp, students 

will join the Beaufort County Conservation District staff along with many 

environmental science guests as they present fun, hands on science programs! Students 

will learn about bats, sea turtles, horseshoe crabs, stars, planets, owls, snakes, and other 

critters of the night! Campers will also decorate their own camp T-shirt, make their own 

scrapbook, and enjoy a hotdog lunch on Friday! There is a 20 student limits, so sign-up 

soon! Cost is $100 per camper. To sign up, call 843-522-8100 or email 

bswcd@islc.net! 

 

 

 

If you have an upcoming event that you would like posted in the next newsletter, please email the 

time, date, and a brief description of the event to Ellen Comeau (ecomeau@clemson.edu) for 

consideration.  

    

 

Questions, Comments, or Requests? 

Contact your Water Resources Extension Agent: 

 

Ellen Comeau 

ecomeau@clemson.edu 

(843)-255-6060 ext 115 

Lowcountry Stormwater Partners 

102 Industrial Village Rd 

Bldg 1 

Beaufort, SC 29906 
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